ESR20-034 - Urban intervention with art in public space - cognitive
attraction, resilience, or simply positive emotions?

Abstract

Public space fulfills a crucial role for social integration and well-being in cities. Urban greenery and art are essential
elements of an attractive public space. Scientifically, this project opens new perspectives on aesthetics bridging the
sciences and the arts, and investigating the potential of aesthetic episodes to unify urbanization and aestheticization.
Urban vegetation has seen increasing scientific attention in the light of climate change. The effects of urban art on
people, however, has not been as systematically investigated. While plants are generally appreciated, the beneficial
effects of art are seen much more controversially. The present project will investigate the effect of art and greening
interventions in public space. Artists and scientists will collaboratively develop four temporary installations for a
systematic analysis of the specific qualities of interventions and their effects on physiology, perception, behavior, and
well-being. The mobile installations will be presented at different spots in Vienna, in a seasonally and demographically
balanced design. This quasi-experimental approach will be complemented by standardized laboratory experiments,
which enable us to validate and quantify effects found in the field study. The present project is among the first, and the
most systematic, attempts to quantify the effects of urban interventions. The resulting model can serve as a basis to

achieve the desired effects in public space.

Scientific disciplines:
Cognitive psychology (40%) | Behavioural biology (30%) | Applied arts (30%)

Keywords:
public space, art, urban vegetation, behavior, well-being, physiology, happiness, aesthetics, social interaction

Principal Investigator: Helmut Leder
Institution: University of Vienna

Co-Principal Investigator(s):  Elisabeth Oberzaucher (University of Vienna)

Research team

Status: Completed (15.07.2021 - 31.07.2025)
GrantID: 10.47379/ESR20034

Further links to the persons involved and to the project can be found under
https://www.gmbh.wwtf.at/funding/programmes/esr/ESR20-034/

Wiener Wissenschafts-,
Forschungs- und Technologiefonds
Vienna Science and Technology Fund


https://www.gmbh.wwtf.at/funding/programmes/esr/ESR20-034/

